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THE WILL OF ALLAH AND OUR DESTINY

Part XllI: The interpretation of Religious Terms on the subject
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Abstract: In this final part, it is shown that some of the terms in the holy Quran may
be misleading if one does not acquire its correct interpretation from Ahl al-Bait
(PBUT). These examples make clear that limiting our search space to the divine
explanations delivered through Allah’s messenger and his appointed deputies are
vital in finding the orthodox ad intended views of all religious issues including the
subject at hand, i.e., the will of Allah, His guidance and misguidance, and the

written fate.
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1. The Ambiguous Terms in the Quran

There 1s a very long but quite interesting of some of the tokens of the holy Quran,

Hadith from the Commander of Faithful,
Imam Ali (PBUH) on the interpretation

reported in Tafsir al-Nu’mani. Below,

some parts of this precious long Hadith
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that are relevant to the issue at hand are
quoted. In the first paragraph, the Imam
(PBUH) points to the major problem that
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Concerning the solid and clear meanings
of the Book of Allah, the Commander of
Faithful, Imam Ali (PBUH) said, “As for
(one of) the solid and clear (tokens) that
no other token in the Quran abrogated it,
1s this saying of the Lord of might and
majesty: ‘He 1s Him who has sent down
to you the Book; of it are some tokens
with solid and clear (meanings) which
are the foundation of the Book, and
others that are ambiguous.” (3:7)
Certainly, people have perished in the
allegorical and ambiguous (meanings of
the tokens of the holy Quran) since they
were not aware of what they refer to,
and did not recognize their realities (and

the reasons for which it was sent down

causes misunderstanding of the Quranic
terms including misguidance attributed
to Allah:
ambiguous). Thus, they  made
interpretations and exegeses for these
tokens by themselves and according
their own opinion. Consequently, they
felt satisfied with their own ideas, and
thought that they were able to do it
without asking its interpretations from
the executors (al-Awsiyaa) (of the will
of the messenger of Allah (PBUH&HF)
who were commissioned by him due to
Allah’s command so as to expound the
religion for people after him). In this
manner, they throw away behind
themselves the saying of the Messenger
of Allah (PBUH&HF) (who urged people
to ask the interpretation of the Quran
from the Ahl al-Bait (PBUT)).
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The solid and clear parts are of different
categories. It includes any token whose
exegesis 1S 1n (the story of) its
revelation, which in turn include some
of what Allah clearly forbade or allowed
in His book, for instance, some of foods,
drinks, and marriages, and also include
(the foundations of) some of what Allah
made obligatory of prayer, charity,
fasting, pilgrimage, and strife (Jihad)
and also whatever 1s necessary in their
... Such
are the saying of Allah, ‘Forbidden to

actions and their possessions

you are carrion (that which dies of
itself), blood, the flesh of swine, what
has been slaughtered and consecrated to
(or in the name of) other than Allah ...’
(5:3) and His saying, ‘Forbidden to you
are marriage with your mothers and your
daughters and your sisters and your
paternal aunts and your maternal aunts
...7 (4:23). The (apparent meanings of
these tokens) are solid and are not
subject to interpretations and nothing
abrogate those (meanings) (thus their

clear meanings must be followed as they
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do not need interpretation even though
the n-depth meanings of such tokens, or
any part of them that may be understood
differently, are partly ambiguous and

need divine interpretations) ...

G Ale Gajadl 531 5 R e AR G
B Sualyy -85 5 5 Al e iaal) Calids Ll
i ) A G (L (e g 5 8L Ba
muwﬁ&@h\&j@aﬂ\m@
S 4 5 AT ema b R D) 4 5 s,
(i B AN ik oAl 1
Ol e e 5 250 5h L dde 5 35035 5 L Al

LR I A o s ¥ 3 shday
On the other hand, the ambiguous parts
of the Quran that people deviated from
their (meanings), are those with (some)
common words with different meanings.
One such example is His saying: ‘Allah
misguides whom He wills and guides
whom He wills.” (74:31) Therefore, He
attributes misguidance to Himself in this
instance, and refers to misguiding (the
disbelievers) from the direction of
Paradise due to their actions. In another
place, however, He attributes
misguidance to the disbelievers, and yet
in another token, He attributes it to the
idols.  Misguidance has  different

meanings. There is a misguidance that 1s
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praiseworthy, another that 1S
blameworthy, another that is neither
praiseworthy nor blameworthy, and yet

another that is due to forgetfulness.
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As for the blameworthy misguidance, it
1s in His saying, ‘And Samiri misguided
them,” (20:85) and His saying, ‘The
Pharaoh misguided his people and did
not guide (them) aright,” (20:79) There
are many other instances in the Quran
that have similar meaning. As for the
misguidance that is attributed to the
1dols, 1t is in His saying about the story
of Abraham (PBUH), ‘And preserve me
and my sons from worshipping the idols.
O my Lord! They have indeed led astray
many among mankind.” (14:35-36) The
idols do not misguide anyone in reality.
Surely, 1t 1s people who went astray by
(making) them, and became disbelievers

when they worshipped them instead of

Allah, the Lord of might and the
majesty.
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As for the misguidance that refers to
forgetfulness, it 1s His saying, ‘... And
call into witness two witnesses out of
your own men, and if there are not two
men, then a man and two women from
those whom you approve as witnesses,
so that if one of them forgets (Tadhilla),
the other would remind her.” (2:282)
Verily, Allah, Whose (remembrance) is
exalted, made mention of lack of
guidance (attributed to individuals) in
different places of His Book; of them is
that which He seemingly attributed to
His Prophet (PBUH&HF) i outward
wording, like His saying, the glorious,
‘and He found you lost (Dhaal), then He
guided.” (93:7) It means, ‘He found you
among a folk that did not recognize your

prophethood, and then He guided them
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(to recognize your mission) by you.’
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As for the misguidance that is attributed
to Allah Whose remembrance 1s exalted,
it 1s the negative of guidance, and
guidance (here) means expounding and
clarifying and indicating. (Thus one
meaning of misguidance 1s when Allah
did not intent to guide someone which,
hold him

accountable on what He did not inform

of course, does not

him). This is the intended meaning in
His saying, ‘Does it not guide them (to
[reflect on] how many generations We
destroyed before them...)?” (32:26)
which means, ‘Does it not clarify for
them?” Moreover, His saying, ‘We
guided them, but they preferred
blindness (of heart) to guidance,’
(41:17) means ‘We clarified for them.’
Another type of misguidance (attributed
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to Allah means Allah’s punishment for
rejecting His guidance) which is in His
saying, ‘And Allah will not misguide a
people after He has guided them until
He makes clear to them as to what they
should avoid.” (9:115)” ... Such is the
praiseworthy misguidance, which 1is
what was attributed to Allah, the most
High, like His saying, ‘Allah misguides
whom He wills,” (74:31), and it refers to
their misdirection from the route of

Paradise due to their actions.
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“As for this meaning of guidance, it is

His saying, the mighty and the majestic,
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‘You are but a warner (Mundhir), and
for every nation (there is a) guide
(Had).” (13:17) Here, the guide means
the expounder (i.e., the Imam) for what
came to the warner (i.e., the Prophet
(PBUH&HF)) from Allah... When this
was revealed to the
(PBUH&HF), some of the hypocrites
said, ‘What does Allah mean by this
saying? By it, He causes many to stray.’
(2:26) Thus Allah, the Lord of blessings,
responded to them, ‘Allah 1s not

Prophet

ashamed to strike a similitude even of a
gnat, or aught above it. As for the
believers, they know it is the truth from
their Lord, but those who disbelieved
say that," What did Allah intend by
bringing such a similitude by which He
misguides many, and (Allah says in
response to them that) by which He
guides many to (the right path) and He
does not misguide anyone by it (i.e., the
examples in the Quran) except the
wicked; (who are) those that break their
established covenant with Him as well
as the relations He has commanded to be
kept and spread evil and corruption on
earth. These are the real losers. (2:26-
27)
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Thus, this 1s the meaning of misleading
attributed to Allah, Whose remembrance
1s exalted. This 1is because Allah
established for them an Imam who was
the guide to what the warner (i.e., the
Prophet (PBUH&HF)) brought to them.
However, they opposed him and turned
away from him after they had confessed
to the obligation of obeying him. And
when he explained to them what they
should be take and what they should
avoid, they opposed him and thus
became misguided while knowing what
the Prophet (PBUH&HF) had said about
his rights ... Since they disobeyed Allah,
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the Lord of glory, they went astray and
then led others astray. Thus, Allah
warned the nation from following such
people and said, ‘And do not follow the
vain desires of people who have already
gone astray, who misled many, and
strayed from the even path.” (5:77) The
‘path’ here 1s al-Wasi (the executor of
the will of Prophet (PBUH&HF), and the
person  to
(PBUH&HF) advised people to refer and

listen to after him n all religious-related

whom the  Prophet

1ssues). Moreover, Allah, Who 1s pure
and far beyond (all imaginations), said,
‘Verily, this 1s My way, leading straight.
Thus, follow 1t, and follow not (other)
paths because they will divert you from
His path. This 1s what He advised and
ordered you.” (6:153)
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However, they opposed what Allah
ordered them, followed their desires,
altered the religion of Allah and His
(Shari’a), modified His

obligatory commandments, regulations,

codices

and all what they were ordered just as
they turned away from those whom they
were ordered to obey and whom they
were taken oath of accepting their
guardianship. This way of conduct
compelled them to use their own
opinions (in the domain of religion in
place of divine text) and to apply
analogy (to religious commands in order
to develop their own solutions for their
problems), which further increased their
wandering, embarrassment, and
confusion. As for the saying of Allah,
‘And We have appointed none but
angels as Guardians of the Fire; and We
have fixed their numbers (to nineteen)
only as a trial for unbelievers, so that the

People of the Book may arrive at
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certainty (to believe in the religion of
Islam), and the believers may increase in
Faith, and that no doubts may be left for
the People of the Book and the
believers, and that those in whose hearts
1s a disease and the disbelievers say,
What did Allah imtend by such a
parable? This way, Allah misguides
whom He wills and guides whom He
wills.” (74:31) Thus, their deserting the
adherence to the guide that He
established for them was misguidance
for them, and this appeared to be as if
attributed to Allah, the Lord of glory
(since Allah decreed such consequence
for their wrong choice). They violated
Allah’s command on obeying the Imam,
and divided (from the orthodox path)
and then differed among themselves,
abused one another, and regarded lawful
to shed the blood of each other. ‘thus,
what exists except misguidance after
Truth?” (10:32) How then are you
deluded away (from the truth)?””’

In some tokens of the holy Quran,
deceiving (Ighwaa), tricking (Makr,
Khud’a),
ridiculing (Sakhra) have been attributed

mocking  (Istihzaa), and

to Allah. According to the interpretation

of Ahl al-Bait (PBUH&HF), all such
instances mean Allah’s punishment for
the disbeliever’s deception, trick,
mockery, or ridicule. Hasan bin

Fadhdhal narrated:
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I asked Imam al-Ridha (PBUH) about
Allah’s saying, “They ridicule the
(believers), Allah shall ridicule them (in
return),” (9:79) and His saying, “When
they meet the faithful, they say, ‘We
believe,” but when they are alone with
their devils, they say, ‘We are with you;’
we were only kidding. Allah mocks
them and give them respite so that they
prolong their transgression blindly,”
(2:15) and also His saying, “They
tricked, and Allah tricked, and Allah is
the best of schemers” (3:54) and “The
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hypocrites think they deceive Allah, but
Allah is their deceiver.” (4:142) The
Imam (PBUH) replied, “Allah, the Lord
of might and majesty, does not ridicule,
mock, trick, or deceive. However, Allah
punishes them as requital for their
ridicule, mockery, trickery, and
deception. Allah 1s greatly far above

what the wrongdoers say.”>

Some other traditions explain that the
action of ridiculing disbelievers is
actually the action of the believers in
Paradise when they watch disbelievers
being punished in Hell, and Allah has
attributed their action to Himself.? This
interpretation is in conformity with the

following tokens of the holy Quran:

e GRAL )il Gl (e 1S ) ganal Gl
Y1 e () &atay JET Ga 15l Gl 25la
b 1S L S QB b G50k

Those who committed crimes used to
laugh at those who believed... But on
this Day, the believers will laugh at the
disbelievers. On raised couches, they
will watch (those who are being
punished 1in Hell). Have not the
disbelievers been paid back for what
they did? (83:29, 34-36)
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He started constructing the ark. But
every time that a group of his people
passed by him, they threw ridicule on
him. He said, “If you ridicule us now,
we will look down on you with ridicule
likewise!” (11:38)
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And certainly messengers before you
were mocked at, but that which they

mocked at encompassed the scoffers
among them. (21:41)

1 Conclusion

As a conclusion, let us reflect on apart
of very interesting letter from Imam al-
Jawad (PBUH) to Sa’d al-Khair. He
(PBUH) wrote:
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“... Verily Allah, the Lord of blessings
and loftiness, 1s clement and omniscient.
Surely, His wrath 1s only for people who
did not admit His pleasure. He only
holds back from people who did not
accept His grant. He merely misguides
people who did not accept His guidance.
Besides, He made repentance possible
for the sinful so that He would turn their
sins into good deeds (afterwards). He
called His servants to it in His book with
a strong voice, and did not deter the call
of His servants towards Him. May Allah
curse those who conceal what Allah has
sent down. ‘He wrote for Himself
mercy,” (6:12; 6:54) and thus His mercy
preceded (His) wrath. (This decree) was
fulfilled in truth and fairness. Thus, He
does not 1nitiate anger against the

servants before they anger Him.” *

The anger Allah merely appears in His
will, not in His Essence, because Allah
does not fall into any state and all states
are His creations. As explained in the
previous parts, Allah’s vicegerent on
Earth is the vessel of the will of Allah,
and he chooses to will only what Allah
wills. Therefore, for other people who

do not this lofty status, the anger of

Allah’s vicegerent 1s an indication for
the anger of Allah. Moreover, the anger
of Allah appears in His actions in the

form of punishment.

Allah’s mercy 1s of His great creation,
and the extent of His mercy for people 1s
according to His will. Due to His grace,
Allah 1initiates mercy on people before
the time that they deserve it by worship
of his
supplications, Imam al-Sajjad (PBUH)

and obedience. In one

prayed to Allah, saying:
TG 8 pally L

“O the nitiator of the bounties before

(before the servants deserve it.”

The grace of Allah in this world does
not have any initial requirement, and
Allah may initially bestow it to whom
He wills. However, due to His justice,
Allah never initiates wrath unless people
deserve it by rejecting His commands
and His vicegerents. This custom of
Allah 1s also stated in a number of
tokens of the holy Quran. For instance:
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(Their manner) 1s like the manner of the
people of Pharaoh and of those before
them. They rejected the signs of Allah,
and Allah caught them for their sins; for
Allah 1s strong and strict in punishment.
That 1s because Allah will never change
the bounty that He has bestowed on a
people until they change that which 1s in
their souls (from obedience to
disobedience), and (that 1s) because
Allah is He who hears and knows (all
things). (8:52-53)

' Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 90, pp 12-15, Hadith 1,
taken from Tafsir al-Nu’mani.

2 Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 6, p. 51, Hadith 1, cited
from al-Tawhid.

* See for instance, Tafsir, Imam Hasan al-Askari
(PBUH), pp. 123-125; Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 6, pp
53-54, Hadith 2.

* al-Kafi, vol. 8, pp 52-53, Hadith 16.

> Jamal al-Usbu’, p. 275; Mafatih al-Jinan, p.
43, under the Salat of Imam Zain al-Abidin
(PBUH).
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