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Abstract: The life of Imam ‘Ali ibn Musa al- Rida - since his birth till his
martyrdom — includes very valuable and informative points. The relatively long
period of imamate of the Imam from one hand, and the formation of deviated
groups and trends and also political events of the time from the other hand, has
made his life attention-worthy. In the following, we are studying his attempts to

record traditions.
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1. Emphasis on the spreading

Hadiths of Ahlul-Bayt:

Considering the expansion of “the

public Hadith-centered congregations”

and the distorted “Kilami-oriented
groups” during this period, Imam Rida
(AS) recommended Shiite to be wise in
receiving the hadith, lest they would not

repeat what dishonest narrators (bt
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Lallae or Mutikallims who are strangers
with the school of Ahlul-Bayt have been
saying, as in fact these narrators are not

told his

companion, Abasalt Hirawi, that 4 s~

wise.[1] Imam student-
Ll Lal Jue (which means may God
have mercy on the servant who
revitalizes our traditions.). And Abasalt
Hirawi, who is interested in keeping
Willayat alive, asked how to do this

significant issue and heard:

Isale o Culll Gl Gl lgalny 5 Liagle alaty
[2].Lsass ¥ LiadS ppuilae

In the following, Imam said to Abasalt
that knowledge must be obtained from
‘Ulama and 1n the definition of the

‘Ulama he said:

Cingl s agicla dil G cpdl deae J) slale
[3].068050

2. Circles of Hadith

The  establishment of numerous
“hadithic circles” (gatherance to talk
about hadith) by Shiite scholars, and at
the head of them, Imam ‘Al ibn Musa
al-Rida (AS) is a feature of this era. In
spite of the moves of distorted group of
Waghifiyan and their harm to identity

and solidarity of Shiite, there are various

54

reports indicating people were referring
to imam greatly. These reports indicate
that people in Mecca, Medina, Kufa,
Mena and Khorasan eagerly attended

Imam's meetings.[4]

Imam Rida held meetings in Medina in
194 AH., in which he narrated the
traditions from the holy prophet. The
result of these meetings was the book of
“Sahifah al-Rida”, narrated by Ahmad
ibn ‘Amir Tayyl. Another narrator,
David Bin Suleiman Ghazi, also
participated in these meetings and
collected the book of “Musnad al-
Rida”. In some traditions, even the
place of the meetings of the Imam has
been mentioned, as an example the
Imam in the mosque of Dar Mu‘awiyah
[5] iIn Medma. It 1s noteworthy that
several circles in Hejaz have been
formed by the presence of the imam and

a large number of people.[6]

The widespread presence of people in
Medina and in Khorasan has been
reported Ahmad 1bn
Muhammad 1bn Abi Nasr Bazanti,

frequently.

describing Imam's meeting about Ghadir
hold in Madinah like this: " 5Ll xic US
o SlE paall ag |y SINE Alal gale (sl
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. ol (== . This report shows the
enthusiastic presence of people of all
walks of life and even opponents in the
meeting. Then Imam expressed one
Hadith that the narrator said Bazanti had
narrated this narration for more than

fifty times in various meetings.[7]

In Khorasan, this population increased
even more. In the meetings of Ma’mun,
where the Imam was present, this term
aaly gale Luladll was used precisely the
alaly pale (ulaall [8]) and even in some
cases the number of audience was also
reported: " s dder Ll s ge (e S
Bl e Al e Sla ) Ol 5 Ale GO 4z
7[9]

3. Debate sessions:

Many reasonings have been reported
from the eighth Imam, most of them on
the 1ssue of monotheism and then
Imamate. The debate between the Imam
and Zanadigeh [10], debating people
like Suleiman Marwazi [11], Muslim
scholars  [12], the
discussions with the followers of the
Mu'tazilites [13], the Murji’ah [14], the

Sunni commentators [15], or the

controversial

Thanawiyah [16] and other cases has

been reported. Only Tabarsi has reported

38th of imam’s debate in Ihtijaj. Among
the debates of the Imam, the meeting
with Ma’mun about the prophets and
their infallibility is very beautiful. This
meeting begins with the following
statement by the caliph: " ) 14} sy ¢l b
fosasara bVl o) SI@ (e Gal?" And
when he receives positive response of
the Imam, he asks: " 5 Je &) J& e Lad
S sadag) pdl (a5 22"

The beauty of this meeting 1s that Imam
responds him by only referring to
Quranic verses. This discussion 1s
explicit, bilateral, and long, and at the
end Ma’mun can not hide his wonders.

Therefore, he says:

Jal aic V) sl alall ax g Le ) 5 Guanll Ui

oo A ) jad SAUT agle gl S 5 ) 13
[17] s adal 5 Syl

And during the meeting, Ma’mun

repeatedly says:
[18]1 al) Jismsy coal Sl 2

Ma’mun, known as a knowledgeable
Caliphs, has repeatedly defeated by the
knowledge of Imam, and at the end of

one of these meetings, he told Imam:
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ale )y el agl Guaaldl Ui L elany A e Y
[19] &) J g

4. Hadith presentation and teaching

how to review Hadith

Of the features of this era was that the
forging hadith was being penetrated into
the Shi'a under the titles of affection and
eulogy or theological issues like Jabr,
Tafid and Tashbih. Imam said in this

regard:

Bl apill 5 syl b le LAY s L)
[20] .4 dakac | 5 hia

Ghaliyans e  who belittled the divine
Majesty fabricated narrations in the area
of Jabr and Tashbih claiming those are

said by us.

Presenting Hadith led to the elimination
of many untrue thoughts about Tawhid
[21], such as Jabr, Tashbih [22], etc.,
and also the stories of the prophets, and
the like, were refined by the Imam and
erased from Shi'a hadith.

5. Writing and dictating hadith

There are various reports that Imam
Rida had written the words of the
Prophet or his words and prayers down

for his companions and sometimes they
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spelled them to his students. Sometimes
they were written for the requesters in
their presence, and sometimes In
correspondence. Abdul Rahman ibn Abi
Nyran said that Imam Rida wrote a
hadith from Imam Sajjad to me and then

read it:
[ 23] bl il s ally La ) cpuanl) 5ol i€

The Shi'ites also learned to quote
Imam's writings for each other. [24]
Husein 1bn Sa'id was one of those who
received letters sent by Imam to
Muhammad 1bn Ibrahim, and recite it to
his students. [25] Even preparing copies
of 1mam’s words and answers to
questions were common. In a narration,
Ahmad 1bn Muhammad ibn Abi Nasr

Bazanti said,
[26]ceadl () Jady QUS (e il

From Imam Rida, about one hundred
and eighty-eight hundred letters have
been left, most of them are in the subject
of Islamic jurisprudence (about one
hundred and twelve). Some of the most
important writings ascribed to him are:
the book of jurisprudence [27], the
book of causes [28], the text of the
prayers of Sajdah [29], the writing of
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numerous prayers [30], and the
Risalah Al-Dhahabiyah.

The late Ayatullah Ahmadi Miyaneji,
who gathered the collection of writings
of 1mams in Makatib al-A’imah,

categorized Imam's writings as follows:

Tawhid: 8, Imamate and Miracles: 29,
Jurisprudence: 111, Medicine: 1
(Risalah Al-Dhahabiyah) [31], Prayer:
13, sermons: 10, Letters to Waghifiyan:

7, Politics: 4, Various Issues: 4.
6. Number of hadiths

Based on the latest research on the
collection of the hadiths of the eighth
Imam, the number of his narrations in all
hadith books i1s about 2427 traditions.
[32] The wvarious topics of these

narratives are:

e Islamic jurisprudence: 1038

narrations.
e Beliefs: 794 narrations.

e Ethical narrations and sermons:

61 narratives.

e Traditions of Prayer and

debates: 118 narrations.

e Interpretative narrations: 204

narratives.

e traditions about narrators and
elites: 212

7. Training students:

Many narrators were among the
companions of Imam. Barghi named 62
people [33] and Sheikh Tusi [34]
identified 318 narrators. One of the
contemporary researchers has named
312 narrators with his narrations. [35]
This number of narrators is only taken
from the texts, which recorded

documented narratives.

Imam's students also knew well to
record everything that were going to
learn. They carefully monitored and
reported Imam's reactions even in
speaking and their worship. Narrators
have narrated his way of praying, their
Tawaf in Hajj [36], how to farewell with
Kaba [37], how to pray [38], as well as
his pilgrimage to Najaf Ashraf [39].

Some of the most famous narrators of
Imam Rida, who have reported the most
narratives in the books of the Arbia and

Wasa‘l al-Shia are the following in order
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of the most tradition-narrator to the

least:

Ahmad 1bn Muhammad ibn Abi Nasr
Bazanati, Muhammad bin Sinan, Fadl
ibn Shadhan, Muhammad bin Isma’il
bin Bazi‘, Hasan bin ‘Ali al-Washa’,
Hasan ibn ‘Ali bin Fadal Taymi, Safwan
bin Yahya, Yunes bin ‘Abdul Rahman,
Suleiman bin Ja'far bin Ibrahim Jafari,
Ahmad Bin ‘Amir Ta’yi, Muhammad
bin Fudayl Seyrafi and Mu‘ammir bin
Khilad. These narrators have reported
more than forty percent of the narrations

of the Imam.

8. The presence of Shi'i narrators in

Khorasan:

The short time of residence of Imam
Rida in the Khorasan region caused a
number of interested Shiites and
narrators of news came to Khorasan
from Iraq and Hejaz. The Shiites in
Khorasan also benefited greatly from
this opportunity, and even from distant
arecas of Khorasan, such as Transoxiana
[40], traveled to Marw and Sarakhs to

gain knowledge.

Some of the narrators who have traveled

to this area include Ibrahim b. Musa al-
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Qazaz [41], Hasan ibn Juhm bin Bukayr
bin A‘yun [42], Hasan bin ‘Ali al-
Washa’[43], Khalaf ibn
Asadi[44], Musa bin Sayyar, Riyan Bin
Salt Ash‘ari Qumi_[45], Abdul Rahman
bin Yahya, Di‘bil Khuza'i, Muhammad
bin Yahya bin ‘Umar bin ‘Ali ibn Abi
Talib [46],Yazid ibn ‘Umayr bin
Mu‘awiyah Shami [47], Mu‘ammar [48]
Bin Khilad, Muhammad bin Sinan [49]

and...

Hammad
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