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1 Introduction Allah does not will to provide initial

religious guidance for a certain

As discussed in the previous part, i, qividual, he is called Dhaal, which
everyone 1s lost, astray, and in darkness

until Allah shows him His path. When

means: lost, astray, misguided, or not

guided. He is a person who does not
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know the right path and is not informed
of it. Allah did not provide initial
religious guidance to everyone, but He
does not punish those who are not
exposed to His religious guidance.
However, there 1is another type of
misguidance that Allah decrees it as
punishment on those who are exposed to
His guidance but rejected it. In a number
of tokens of the holy Quran, Allah
attributes this type of misguidance to
Himself as He 1s the One who set this
rule for the consequence of human
disbelief and disobedience. For instance,
Allah states:

o i A 5

Those who reject Our signs are deaf and
dumb (wandering) in darkness. Allah
misguides whom He wills, and He puts
whom He wills on a Straight path.
(6:39)

On the other hand, in some other tokens,
Allah attributes this misguidance to
Satan and some people who misguide

others. For example, we read:
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Did T not charge you a (rational)
covenant, O Children of Adam, that you
should not serve Satan, surely he is a
manifest foe to you, and that you should
serve Me, (as) this 1s a straight path. He
led astray many a throng of you! Did
you not understand? (36:60-62)

e L 5aa (e 0 Jial

Pharaoh led his folk astray and did not
guide them. (20:79)

S Al e sl ‘J—‘J‘ Sl S 5 i
sl sl G 58y 5 5 DUl

Have you not regarded those who were
given a share of the Book, who demand
and buy misguidance, and (also) desire

that you lose the way. (4:44)

This fact suggests that the action of
misguidance, though Allah decreed it,
planned its details and its extent, and
allowed it to happen, may take place by
His creations voluntarily. In this part,
more insight is provided concerning this

1SSue.
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2 Decreeing Misguidance as
Allah’s Punishment

If one rejects Allah’s guidance and light
after He offered him, he is deserving of
divine punishment. Of the punishments
that Allah may decide for a person who
insists on denying the truth, 1s to
withdraw His guidance from him and to
leave him in darkness. Such a divine
rule would result in misguidance for that
person due to lack of light, and
temptation of Satan and his followers
among men and the unseen creatures
called Jinn. According to the traditions,
in all istances in the holy Quran where
the action of misguiding (/dhlal) has
been attributed to Allah, it only means
Allah’s punishment for those who
remain ungrateful to His favors and
neglectful to His guiding signs. Thus, if
Allah “misguides” such a person, He
only acted according to His justice.
Allah willed that avoiding the path
guidance would result in misguidance
and created the grounds for it to happen.
Allah stresses this fact in Quran by

saying:
Ol 9 (a3 13 L

Then after apart from truth, what

remains but misguidance (Dhalal)?
(10:32)

This way, Allah misguides those who
disbelieve/conceal (the truth). (40:74)

Crtaslall §) 4 S e

And He does not misguide anyone by it
(ie., the examples in the Quran) except
the wicked. (2:26)

5 L sLall el Ol ) il Sl i &5
AL L 2 (R 5 el AT Ol 530430 8

Allah confirms those who believe by a
firm word in this world and in the
Hereafter. But Allah misguides the
unjust, and Allah does what He wills.
(14:27)

38 &) & gl J B85 ) oaled el ¥

O lhad) 5 & 5 & O i A
(Noah (PBUH) said to his disbelieving
folk:) My advice shall not benefit you
even though I intended to advise you if
it be that Allah intended to mislead you.

He 1s your Lord, and to Him will you
return. (11:34)

FA R R IS A DR TR I L
Cale o 0m DK ) s e
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And Allah will not mislead a group of
people after He has guided them until
He makes clear to them as to what they
should avoid, for Allah has knowledge
of all things. (9:115)

G s b e ik 2l el 8 1 s
wﬂbw?@uﬁ“”‘d*“

Nay! Those who do wrong follow their
own desires without knowledge. Then,
who will guide those whom Allah has
misguided? For them there will be no
helpers. (30:29)

T S08 Loy &1 A0 5 s paall s &0 L
O 1 Qb G T Ol G 1538 O s

S 41 53
Why should you be divided into two
parties about the hypocrites while Allah
has cost them of their (evil) deeds? Do
you want to guide those whom Allah has
misguided? For those whom Allah

misguides, never shall you find a way.
(4:88)

From the context of the above tokens, it
is clear that the misguidance is Allah’s

decision in response to hypocrisy.
Allah further states:
a8 2 Lo a5 &1 Gl 5 4 1 &l L)

10
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... Surely, Allah wishes to test you by
him, and on the Day of Judgment He
will certainly make clear to you (the
truth of) that wherein you disagree. If
Allah so willed, He would certainly
have made you all one people. But He
misguides whom He wills, and He
guides whom He wills; And you will
certainly be called to account for all
your actions. (16:92-93)

Since Allah never calls to account the
action of a person who was not shown
the path, the misguidance mentioned in
the above token is for a person to whom
Allah showed guidance but rejected it.
On the commentary of above tokens, Ali
bin Ibrahim al-Qummi (d. 307 A.H., one
of the students of Imam Hasan al-Askari
(PBUH) (the eleventh Imam) and teacher
of al-Kulaini, has mentioned in his
Tafsir that:

Lol iy &G &
Sl OB (Ganl s dal sl sl o 5 -0 AL
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“‘Surely Allah wishes to test you by
him’ means He tests you by Ali bin Abi
Talib (PBUH), ‘and on the Day of
Judgment He will certainly make clear
to you (the truth of) that wherein you
disagree. And If Allah (so) willed, He
could make you all one people’ means a
single religion (Madh’hab) and single
matter (1.e., Walaya of Ali (PBUH)).
‘But He misguides whom He wills’
means He punishes for breaking the
(divine) covenant, ‘and He guides whom

. 1
He wills’ means He rewards...”

A person who rejects the guidance of the
divinely assigned Imams and yet tries to
live religious life without following their
Instructions, 1s on the path of destruction
and falls prey to the temptations of
Satan. So long as he continues this
attitude, Allah continues to decree
misguidance for him. In fact, by
independent reason, one can prove that
there exists no way towards Allah and
His satisfaction except that which Allah
opened, approved, and suggested.
Moreover, i1t 1s clear form divine
narrations (i.e., Quran and Hadith) that

Allah has not opened any door towards

Himself except through the guides that
He appointed. Mufadhdhal bin Umar
narrated that Imam al-Sadiq (PBUH)
said:

) 28 ) A Galia Be plats iy E OIS Ga
M as il ol e g,ei;u;u e o )
A e B Gyl dh A g am g

2

L Ol

“He who worships Allah without
truthful®, ~ Allah

necessitates for him to go astray towards

hearing from a

destruction. He who claims there are
(correct religious-related) sayings that
he has heard from other than the door
that Allah has opened, is a polytheist.
And this 1s the secure door that has been

treasured with the secrets of Allah.””

A similar narration was reported by al-
Hasan bin Is’haq from Imam al-Ridha
(PBUH) from his ancestors with the

following wording:

Ga s e D) D B Al sl s o G

Sed aala) B A58 i ol R G plady (3
o s Al A5 e sl Sl 5 8

The Messenger of Allah (PBUH&HF)

said, “He who humbly adopts a religion

and devotes himself to it without
hearing (from Allah’s Messenger), Allah

11
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makes a binding decision about him (to
go) towards (spiritual) destruction. He
who adopts religion by hearing from
other than the door that Allah has
opened for His creation, is a polytheist.”
Then, the Imam (PBUH) continued,
“And the trustworthy door on Allah’s
revelation is Muhammad (PBUH&HF).”

Abd al-A’la narrated:

sl 3 e L Jeall B S L5 4l (e il
Sl L 2edDas AR OB (0 Le add G A
I asked Imam al-Sadiq (PBUH) about
Allah’s saying, “And Allah will not
mislead a people after He has guided
them until He makes clear to them
whatever they should avoid.” (9:115) He
(PBUH) replied, “(it means) until He lets
them know what pleases Him and what

. b )75
displeases Him.

The punishment of misguidance
manifests itself in different ways, some
of which will be discussed in the rest of

this article.

12

3 Misguiding From Paradise in
the Hereafter

In several Hadith, the Imams (PBUT)
mterpreted the Quranic term of
“guidance” as “direction to reach
Paradise on the Day of Judgment”, and
“misguidance” as “losing the address of
Paradise and getting lost on the Day of
Judgment”. A number of tokens in the
holy Quran support this interpretation.

Al-Hashimi narrated:

A 3a% 4 (i) (a5 ) 58 0 0 Con 03 5
Oump MG 5 &G &) G 0@ (Jaiha W
Bl 3 5 ami8 s G Al 335 Gl
Ja 556 JB LS ads U wlliall Jasll 5 glay)
)06 5 @l e Jrd g Guallial) 2 Jd 5y
duts Al ) shee 5 skl 58 By a5 58
i 8 eV 2585 e s AT edlads 455

el

I asked Imam al-Sadiq (PBUH) about the
saying of Allah, the mighty and the
majestic, ‘He whom Allah guides, is
rightly guided; but he whom Allah
leaves astray, you will not find for him
any advising guardian. (18:17)" The
Imam said, “Certainly, Allah—Whose
name 1s holy, Whose remembrance is

high—misguides the wrongdoers on the
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Day of Judgment from the house of His
blessings (i.e., Paradise), and guides
those who had faith and good deeds to
His Paradise just as He said, ‘Allah
misguides the unjust, and Allah does
what He wills.” (14:27) Moreover, He,
Allah, the glorious, said, ‘Those who
believe, and do good deeds, their Lord
shall guide them because of their faith
(to the place where) beneath them will

flow rivers in Gardens of Bliss.” (10:9)”°

In addition, Allah says in the holy

Quran:

o A (peds e ) 1salls 5150 Gl )
Gl s Gk ) ik 2l Y 5 24 D
st Al o S G 5 Tl L

Those who reject faith and oppress (the
rights of the family of Muhammad
(PBUH&HF) as per traditions’), Allah
shall never forgive them nor guide them
to a way except the way to Hell, to dwell
therein forever, and this is easy for
Allah. (4:168-169)

Regarding the following token:

3 s DU 8530 250 A B AT 3 ) (el
o Salap WS T s Wi 6500 ety i) 0
Ssialn ¥ Gl o Ll AT Jads G (LA

He whom Allah intends to guide, He
opens his bosom for submission (Islam),
and he whom Allah intends to misguide,
He makes his bosom constricted (or
even) closed, as if he should evaporate
mto the sky. This way Allah puts doubt
(al-Rijs) on (the heart of) those who do
not believe. (6:125)

On the commentary of this token,

Hamdan bin Sulaiman narrated:

5 B8 g sl hesh G Gl ol 4 il
i 5 Ak G B0 3 by Ja 5 5 A
oI PEPVEE L ER B RPREN LT
e ok 30V b a8 g ada )
G5 Gasies b ) o &AL 5448 5 4 ALl
Sadia 5o @l 5 35 G gy 4l Gl s
o A alilas G4y o i BAYI 8 4l XS
Lu\S»JMc;*A“-&“M‘u“—UJ‘“‘“JUSS
Gl e Gl 0 JRds GI L)) b Bl
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I asked Imam al-Ridha (PBUH) about the
saying of Allah: “He whom Allah
intends to guide, He opens his bosom
for submission (Islam).” (6:125) He
(PBUH) answered, “‘He whom Allah
intends to guide’ towards Paradise and
to the house of honor in the Hereafter

because of his faith in this world, He

13


https://safinah-al-nejat.ir/article-1-114-en.html

[ Downloaded from safinah-al-nejat.ir on 2026-01-31 ]

Safinah al-nejat. Vol.3, No.11

opens his bosom for submitting to Allah,
trusting 1 Him, and acquiring
tranquility in what Allah has promised
of the rewards to him until he becomes
fully confident in Him. ‘And he whom
Allah intends to misguide’ from His
Paradise and the house of honor in the
Hereafter, due to his disbelief and his
disobedience toward Him in this world,
‘He makes his bosom constricted (or
even) closed,” until he becomes doubtful
(even) 1n his Kufr, and his heart will
(continue to) be perplexed in (false)
beliefs ‘as if he should evaporate into
the sky. This way Allah puts doubt on
(the heart of) those who do not believe.’

(6:125)*

Interpreting the term a/-Rijs as doubt in
the above-mentioned commentary of
Chapter six, Token 125 by the Imam
Ridha (PBUH) 1s noteworthy. According
to the lexicons of Arabic’ and the Hadith
literature, The meanings of the word
“al-Rijs” 1include, doubt (Shakk, Raib),
perplexity, and temptations of Satan
(Waswasa, Hamaza), as well as, filth
and mmpurity. Doubt and perplexity is
the most delicate and yet a very

dangerous type of the impurity of heart.

14

As, noted in the above Hadith, Allah’s
will concerning one’s misguidance 1s
only because of one’s denial of the truth.
The outcome of misguidance 1s doubt in
belief, darkness, losing the way to
Paradise on the Day of Judgment, and
arriving at Hell. On the other hand, the
outcome of guidance for the believers is
the increase of faith in Allah, peace of
mind and confidence in His promises of
rewards, and finally obtaining the rank

of Paradise.
4 Leaving Disbelievers in Doubt

Allah has ruled some natural outcomes
for rejection. One such outcome is that
when one rejects a sign of Allah, doubt
will gradually appear in his mind about
the things he previously had no doubt.
In this manner, when one continues to
reject, one becomes
doubtful about all of the signs of Allah,

His rules, and His sayings.

increasingly

The similitude of a disbeliever who has
fallen mto doubt to the extent that truth
does not settle on his heart is the
similitude of vapor that does not settle
on earth and scatters in the sky. In other
words, living with this much perplexity

becomes intolerable for him as if he
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should go to the sky. This is another
worldly punishment of the disbelievers.
When Allah leaves them on themselves,
the devils induce doubt on them. Thus,
to put doubt on the heart of disbelievers
by Allah means to decree that the devils
would could induce doubt in them, and
then to do nothing to remove their
doubt, to fully withhold divine
protection from them, and to treat them
according to divine Justice. Inducing
doubt in the hearts of disbelievers is the
action of Satan, entertaining the doubt
and rejecting faith are the actions of
disbelievers, and allowing all these
things to take their natural courses 1s due
to the will of Allah.

Generally, there are two stages of doubt
that should be distinguished. One is the
doubt that exists before receiving initial
guidance by Allah, which 1s not
disbelief. However, when Allah shows a
person His signs, if he then continues to
entertain doubt i his heart about the
truth and admits Satan’s whispers into
his heart, he becomes a disbeliever.
According to the Quran and the
traditions, this latter type of doubt is

equivalent to disbelief, which 1s a

voluntary practice of one’s heart. Allah

states:

|55 &l (,j Al s AML\ | gial u;d\ & sha Al L,u\
B G 1 g 3 el 2050 13
sl

Believers are only those who believed in
Allah and His Messenger, then never
entertained doubt, and strove with their

properties and their souls in the cause of
Allah; such are the truthful. (49:15)

A A a5 L il U G alegh Kls S
And certainly in the past, Joseph came
to you with clear evidence, but you kept
doubt regarding some of what came to
you through him; at length, when he
died, you said, “Allah shall never send a
messenger after him.” This way Allah

misguides the wasteful transgressors
who entertain doubt. (40:34)

5 AN el 5 b okl alilils Ly

8 f) b b sl )
(O Prophet!) Only those ask you for
exemption (from battle) who do not

believe in Allah and the Last Day, and

whose hearts are in doubt, so that they

15


https://safinah-al-nejat.ir/article-1-114-en.html

[ Downloaded from safinah-al-nejat.ir on 2026-01-31 ]

Safinah al-nejat. Vol.3, No.11

toss 1n their doubts back and forth.
(9:45)

Hypocrites think that they can deceive
while they are deceived by wandering in

doubt and perplexity:

|l 13) 5 25e a8 Bh 5 A G ealad Gl &)
O RE Y 5 Gl B JL& )l sl )
SIY 5 eV )Y Gl G Giiia - SLE )

St A1 395 B 50 L (3 5 £V e

The hypocrites seek to trick Allah, but
Allah 1s tricking them: When they stand
up to pray they stand up lazily, showing
off to the people and not remembering
Allah save a little; wavering all the time
not toward these, not toward those, and
whom Allah leads astray, you will not
find for him a way. (4:142-143)

35 5 sle 3z sh 3R A1 (e Gl 158 &G
el felale 1Y) 2 Y 2t G 00
Loy i G 1116 5 2ga 1 3 2l 15378 ey

oty 43 W36 e 8L i1 ) 5 4y A0

Has not the story reached you, (O
people), of those who were before you,
of the people of Noah, Aad, Thamud,
and those who (came) after them? None

knows them but Allah. To them came

16

messengers with evidence, but they put
their hands over their mouths (to
protest), and said, “We do deny (the
mission) on which you have been sent,
and we are really in (disquieting) doubt

about what you invite us.” (14:9)

As we pointed out, although the doubt
comes to mind without having control
over 1it, and thus it is not one’s action
and cannot be categorized as disbelief,
entertaining doubt and admitting it into
the heart after the truth is presented by
Allah 1s equivalent to disbelief. Abu
Is’haq al-Khurasani and others narrated
that the Leader of the Faithful, Al

(PBUH), said in some of his sermons:
ik ) Y ) K S Y

“Do not entertain doubt for you will fall
into doubt. And do not (admit) doubt for

you will disbelieve.”"”

Several traditionists narrated from Imam
al-Sadiq (PBUH) and Musa bin Ja’far
(PBUH) that the Messenger of Allah
(PBUH&HF) said:

gl

(19 b : b . : 7711
Suspicion is a disbelief.
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Moreover, in his advice to Mufadhdhal
bin Umar, Imam al-Sadiq (PBUH) said:

&) alae 0 Ladi taaoal L A 5 Gl 5 8 G
faapiiadh g diisd

“He who doubts (in Allah’s vicegerents
and His commandments) or distrusts,
and keeps up any of these two, Allah
shall nullify his deeds. Certainly, the
Proof of Allah (Hujjat Allah) is the clear

»12
proof.
Zurara narrated:

o w0 Na G Gl Ge 5 02 5 e A U 8
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I asked Imam al-Baqir (PBUH) about the
saying of the Lord of might and majesty,

“Of people 1s he who worships Allah on
the edge (of faith). If good befalls him,
he 1s, therewith, well content; but if a
trial befalls him, he makes a turnabout
(on his faith). He loses both this world
and the Hereafter. (22:11)” The Imam
(PBUH) said, “They were people who
(apparently) worshipped Allah and
disowned worshipping the 1dols. But
they had doubt about (the virtues of)
Muhammad  (PBUH&HF)
teachings. They became Muslims and

witnessed that there 1s no deity but Allah

and his

and that Muhammad is His messenger
and affirmed the Quran while they were
doubtful about (the virtues of)
Muhammad  (PBUH&HF)
teachings. They were not doubtful in
(the existence of One) Allah. The Lord
of might and majesty says, ‘Of people is

and his

he who worships Allah on the edge (of
faith),” means on doubt in Muhammad
(PBUH&HF) and his instructions. ‘If
good befalls him,” means well-being in
his health, wealth and children ‘he is,
therewith, well content’ and 1s satisfied
by it, ‘but if a trial befalls him,” means
an affliction in health or his wealth, he
regards it as an evil omen and stops
acknowledging the Prophet (PBUH&HF)

17
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and returns to his doubt and suspicion.
Thus, he sets up enmity against Allah,
and His Messenger, and denies the
Prophet (PBUH&HF) and what came to
him.”"
There 1s a very interesting Hadith from
Imam al-Baqir (PBUH) or Imam al-
Sadiq (PBUH) through Muhammad bin
Muslim, who related:
Sk A Qe llaal e AN (5 ) AT &
O a1 0 L SIS dadly Je8 £ 558 5 g
S5k B )8 ey JAT (i el AT Ul
Cuald 163 ) AT (el 2k 380 3305 Y 58 5
Sad o Lall) Ae mie Gl e S A
ey & e 5 e hwe ek Al sl Al
S be S e §) e G4l D1 Al
Sia S afi 35 Jes 4 A A ol o
Eaail) L Al i asie adalh A jled ol
s A 35 ) L8 O g e Saila 4
S EPIRIEE P SULOL PR
Jib e e Al Je 4l id gl
il Ol BAS G 4 Jal a3 3 Jlia 5 4k 20
L & 5 5 e Jae I UK Y
I said to the Imam (PBUH), “We see a
man among your opponents who
worships (Allah), makes hard efforts (in
acting upon good deeds), and 1s very
humble. Do these acts benefit him
18

anything?” He (PBUH) replied, “O
Muhammad! The similitude of us Ahl
al-Bait (PBUT) (and people) is the
similitude of (Jesus and) a family who
were among the Children of Israel. If
any of them worshiped Allah for forty
nights and then he called upon Allah, his
prayer would have been granted (by
Allah). Once, one of them spent forty
nights in worship and then called upon
Allah, but he was not answered. He
came to Jesus (PBUH), complained
about what happened to him, and asked
him to pray for him. Jesus (PBUH) made
an ablution, performed Salat, and then
prayed. Thereupon Allah revealed to
him, “O Jesus! Certainly, this servant of
mine came to me from other than the
door that should arrive. He called upon
me while he has doubt about you in his
heart. Even if he calls upon me to the
extent that his neck is broken and his
fingers fall out, I shall not answer him.”
Jesus (PBUH) turned his face to the man
and said, “Do you call upon Allah while
you have doubt about (the rights and
virtues of) His Prophet in your heart?”
He replied, “O the spirit of Allah and
His word! It was, by Allah, exactly as
you said. So. Ask Allah that He may


https://safinah-al-nejat.ir/article-1-114-en.html

[ Downloaded from safinah-al-nejat.ir on 2026-01-31 ]

The Will of Allah and Our Destiny

remove the doubt from my heart.”
Thereupon, Jesus (PBUH) prayed to
Allah for him, and Allah accepted his
request. Thus, he became like other
members of his family (whose prayers
were granted).” Then, the Imam (PBUH)
continued: “Like this is the case of us
Ahl al-Bait (PBUT). Allah does not
accept the deed of a servant who doubts
in us (i.e., doubts in our rights and

~ 214
virtues).

When one is doubtful, it is his duty to
try his best to eliminate his doubt. This
may involve several primary steps. The
man mentioned 1n the above tradition
did an intelligent shortcut for removing
his doubt. He chose to ask Allah’s
vicegerent to pray for on his behalf for
eliminating his doubt. Going to Jesus
(PBUH) and making him the means of
his prayed comprised the voluntary steps

that he took for removing his doubt.

Resorting (Tawassul) to the Prophet
(PBUH&HF) and his Ahl al-Bait (PBUT)
and asking them to call upon Allah on
our behalf are the best and the quickest
remedy for clearing up the impurities
doubts from our heart by leave of Allah.
Moreover, the

divinely  appointed

leaders  have  prescribed  many
supplications by which we can beseech
Allah so that He may remove doubts
from our heart and grant us certainty

(Yagqin).
5 Authorizing the devils

When one voluntarily rejects the
of Allah,
manifested by the guardianship of His

guardianship which 1s
vicegerents on the earth, he has made
himself ready for the guardianship of the
devils (Shayatin) and their temptations
because he has willingly left Allah’s
protection. Allah decreed that a person
who leaves His protection becomes
susceptible to satanic incitements. /blis
was the first creature who was named
Satan (Shaitan). He was from the Jinn (a
type of creature made of fire whom
Allah granted volition just like the
human being) and was the first person
who violated the command of His Lord.
Iblis arrogantly disobeyed Allah’s order
concerning  submission to  His
vicegerent, Adam (PBUH), and prostrate
before him. For that matter, Allah cursed
him and distanced him from His mercy.

In the holy Quran, we read:

sl el alle &) 5ty Gl Lk 2 AL 06
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(Allah) said, “Then, get out from there
(1.e., the garden) for you are outcast, and
unto you is My curse until the Day of
Judgment.” (Iblis) said, “O my Lord!
Give me then respite until the day the
(dead) are resurrected.” (Allah) said,
“Respite 1s then granted you until the
Appointed Day.” (Iblis) said, “Then, I
swear by Your might, I will lead them
all astray except those of your sincere
servants.” (Allah) said, “Thus, the truth
1s, and the truth I say, that I shall most
certainly fill the Hell with you and those
who follow you all together.” (38:77-85)

Thus, Satan swore that he would
mislead all humankind except those who
put themselves purely under Allah’s
guardianship, and Allah permitted him
to exercise his choice. In another
location in the holy Quran we read:
sele &l Gl gole &) &t Lo T a1 J8
gl (e SR o0 ) Gl

(Allah) said, “This 1s My straight path.

20

Certainly you will have no authority
over My servants, except he who
follows you and puts himself in the
wrong.” (15:41-42)

Those among the human being and the
Jinn who chose Iblis as their guardian
and totally submitted to him, were also
called devils. They follow what their
master, [Iblis (the greater devil),
commands them. They are the enemies
of the prophets (PBUT) and their

teachings. Allah states:

Gadl 5 QAT Gl 15k 58 K1 Uaa GIK 5
3]3‘,)}))‘{; d)ﬂ\ u}suﬂu‘s}\ o2 3, ‘;A;;
JOTS - AR SAT A INE SRR

And this way, We made for every
prophet a (group of) enemy, devils from
men and Jinn, inspiring each other with
flowery discourses by way of deception.
If your Lord had so willed, they would
not have done it. Thus, leave them and
the lies they forge. (6:112)

Allah has decreed that to the extent that
an individual chooses to distance
himself from Allah’s guardianship,
devils gain more authority over him as
However,

his  guardian. giving

permission to devils over the
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disbelievers does not make Allah
responsible for the devils’ actions. Allah
may let them exercise their choice as He
has let other wrongdoers do so.
Moreover, satanic temptations are not
the cause for the action of such people
as they still exercise their own choice. It
1s only about losing Allah’s shield,
protection and  assistance, losing
discernment and awareness concerning
the delusions and seductions of the
devils, and being exposed more to their
enticements. The devils only suggest
and whisper. Accepting the devils as
one’s advisors and listening to their
whispers 1s the voluntary action of a
disbeliever. Thus, although enticing a
disbeliever is the choice of the devils,
admitting the devils’ temptations into
one’s heart and rejecting faith i1s the
About

authorizing the devils, Allah says in the

choice of a disbeliever.

holy Quran:

40 58 Bl 0 (i a5 85 e ks

Cn

And for anyone who withdraws from
remembrance of the gracious Lord, We
appoint for him a devil that will be an

intimate companion to him. (43:36)

V5 55 Gl Jle Gl il b 5 A

Don’t you see that We have sent the
devils to the disbelievers and they excite
them to a great degree? (19:83)

G5t Y Gl Ui bl s

We made the devils guardians and
masters for those who do not believe.
(7:27)

Sending devils to entice men or making
them their guardians refers to the will
and plan of Allah to free them to
exercise their choice, and Allah does not

compel them do wrong.

&) 5 S 2yl ) Gl Gl &)
,Z)}}S/ a:u’x (;"SZ!(;’A }i"/i i

And the devils indeed inspire their
friends to argue with you. And if you
were to obey them, you would indeed be
polytheists. (6:121)

B & 5ple ay il (8 Qolad G Gl (s 5
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And among people is he who argues
about Allah (and His sayings and
commandments)  without  (divine)
knowledge and follows every rebellious

devil. It 1s written for him who follows a
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devil and accepts his guardianship that

he will lead him astray, and will guide

him to the blazing fire. (22:3-4)

Sa 5] AT &5 fhls Ul gl 35250
Osimlall b Gl G &) YT il

Satan has gained the mastery over them,
so he has made them forget the
remembrance of Allah. They are the
Party of Satan. Truly, it is the Party of
Satan that will lose! (58:19)

Muhammad bin Muslim narrated via
Imam al-Sadiq (PBUH) and through his
fathers that the Leader of the Faithful,
Ali (PBUH), said:

A5 a5 M 8 e e Yl il

e

“Anyone who turn to sin shall withdraw
from the remembrance of Allah, the
Glorious. He who desists taking
(religious 1ssues) from whom Allah has
commanded to his obedience, Allah
‘shall appoint a devil for him and he

shall become an intimate companion to
him.” (43:36)”"°

The fact 1s that no one on the earth 1s

“free” m an absolute sense. People are

22

only free in a relative sense. Those who
make themselves free from Allah’s
obedience have already become the
slaves of their desires, which, in reality,
means they have yielded themselves to
the slavery of Satan. On the other hand,
the believers, by their service to Allah,
become free from the obedience of

Satan. What an intelligent choice!

Our protection against the Satan only
comes from Allah. The believers are
mnstructed to seek refuge in Allah so that
He may guard them from the
temptations of the Satan. The more we
choose to request Allah’s protection, the
less are we influenced by the devils.
This 1s how our volition takes part in
keeping us away from the temptations of

the devils. The glorious Allah says:
i A3 iy 3408 & 55 ORI (e B2 5513
OO (e Sl a1 V1 0l ) 2e
s peaia 2 133 ) 5/R5
If a temptation from the Satan attacks
your (mind), seek refuge in Allah, for
He hears and knows (all things). Those
who observe piety, when an evil thought
from Satan reaches them, remember
(Allah) and become mindful (of His
command), and then, they get insight
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and find (true) vision! (7:200-201)

o peladid 4 e 5 AU el Gl ub
el Ul o 48] fganes 5 Jlb 5 400 25

As for those who believe in Allah and
seek protection from Him, He shall soon
enter them to His mercy and grace, and
shall guide them to him (who 1s) a
straight way. (4:175)

.. And whoever seeks protection from
Allah, he was, indeed, guided to a
straight way. (3:101)

ol i 8 Gl &)

Surely the watchful are in a secure
position. (44:51)

,,,,,,
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.. And whoever is watchful of (his duty

to) Allah, He shall make for him an
outlet, and shall give him from whence
he thinks not. And whoever trusts in
Allah, He i1s sufficient for him; surely
Allah attains His purpose; Allah indeed
has appointed a measure for everything.
(65:2-3)

The claim that Allah cannot or may not
protect one who resorts to Him and
submits to His command is the denial of
Allah’s power and or denial of His
justice. As we have seen in the above
tokens, Allah has promised help for a
person who observes Tagwa (i.e., he 1s
mindful of his duties towards Allah) and
seeks refuge i Him in facing the
temptations of Satan. More protection
from Allah paves the way for more
submission to His command given that
one steadfast in submission to the
command of his Lord. On the other
hand, more submission to His command
will be rewarded with more protection
from Allah. This positive loop may lead
to a perfect protection if one always
chooses what Allah chooses for him.
Abdullah bin Sanan narrated that Imam
al-Sadiq (PBUH) said:

B 5l alai) (a5 i e 0 03 0
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“Any servant who proceeds towards
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what Allah loves, Allah, the Lord of
might and majesty, shall proceed
towards all what the servant loves. He
who seeks protection from Allah and
holds fast to His shield, Allah shall
protect him. And he towards whom
Allah advances and protects, will not
worry 1f the heaven falls over the earth
or an encompassing affliction befalls the
inhabitants of the earth, since he is in
Allah’s sanctuary and is shielded from
every affliction. Is not that Allah, the—
Whose

remembrance 1s high—said, ‘Surely the

Whose name is  holy,

watchful are mm a secure position?’
(44:51)""

Allah further says:

2 a1 U e AL Sa5006 GATT G 1308
G55 235 e 5 skl Gl e Sl 41 Gl
ool 5 oA ol e Al Wy
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When you recite the Quran, seek Allah’s
protection against the outcast and the
accursed Satan. Certainly, he has no
authority over those who believe and put
their trust in their Lord. His authority is
only over those who take him as
guardian and who join partners with

Allah. (16:98-100)
24

In the following Hadith, which has been
attributed to Imam al-Sadiq (PBUH)
without documentation, some of the
schemes of Satan in approaching the
humans and some practical ways to
confront him have been explained.
According to this narration, Imam al-
Sadiq (PBUH) said:
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. The Lord of might and majesty
called His servants a call of mercy and
made them aware of the enmity of /blis.
He—Whose remembrance is high—
said, ‘Verily Satan is an evident enemy
of you,” (7:22) and said, ‘Certainly,
Satan is an enemy to you, so take him as
an enemy.’ (35:6) Thus, treat him the
way a stranger treats a shepherd dog,
that in order to repel it, he fearfully
resort to the owner of dog. Thus, when
the Satan comes to you with temptation
to mislead you from the path of truth
and to make you forget Allah, seek
refuge from him in your Lord and his
Lord. Certainly, Allah supports truth
falsehood and helps the
oppressed, as He, the mighty and the

against

majestic, said, ‘Certainly, he has no
authority over those who believe and put
their trust in their Lord.” (16:99) No one
has the ability to do this (i.e., to avoide
the Satan) and to know of his presence
and the methods of his temptations
except by persistent watchfulness and
commitment in sincere service (to
Allah’s cause), by fear from what was
informed (by Allah), and by abundant

remembrance. But, those who are
negligent about their times are
undoubtedly the prey of the Satan...
Thus, hold fast to the rope of Allah, the
most confident rope, which 1s seeking
refuge i Allah and truly feeling urgent
need before Allah with every breath. Let
not Satan’s embellishment of (your
previous) worship allures you. Verily he
may open for you ninety-nine gates of
goodness in order to overcome you at
the hundredth. Thus, confront him by
opposition and by blocking his path and

counteracting his temptations.”"’

6 Gradual Decline

One of the most terrible punishments for
those who repeatedly reject the signs of
Allah 1s mentioned in the holy Quran as
the gradual decline (al-Istidraj). Allah

states:
Oy B e 3R il 16 i

Those who reject Our signs, We shall
lead them gradually to ruin in such a
way that they do not realize. (7:182)

On the commentary of this token,
Sufyan bin Samt narrated that Imam al-
Sadiq (PBUH) said:
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“Certainly, when Allah intends a
goodness (Khair) for a servant, if he
commits a sin, He causes it to be
followed by a (hasty) reprisal so that it
reminds him to ask for forgiveness. But
when Allah intends an evil (Sharr) for a
servant, if he commits a sin, He makes it
followed by a worldly favor and benefit
so as to make him forget asking for
forgiveness and to let him continue (the
sin) excessively. And this is the saying
of Allah, ‘We shall lead them gradually
to decline in such a way that they do not
realize.” (7:182) This 1s done by

(granting  worldly) benefits when

e o 18
committing sins.

Intending evil (Sharr), as we explained
in Part 8, is intending punishment. What
punishment 1s greater than depriving a
disbeliever a correct feedback about his
deeds? Since he is inattentive to the
signs of Allah and continues to
disbelieve, Allah deprives him His signs

and may let him increase his sins

26

excessively without further reproach.
Allah states n the holy Quran:
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Then We replaced (their) suffering/sins
with (worldly) comfort until they
increased, and they began to say, “Our
fathers were (also) touched by suffering
and affluence.” Thereafter We took
them (1.e., their souls) suddenly while

they were unaware. (7:95)
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The disbelievers should not think that
our respite to them is good for them. We
give them respite in order to let them
increase their sins, and for them is a

humiliating punishment. (3:178)
S5 13 Gad 5 Al 30l Al b GS (e B
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Say, “Whoever i1s in misguidance, the
gracious Lord extends (His respite) to
them, a great extension, until they see
what was promised to them either in

punishment or in (the approach of) the
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Hour (of rising (of al-Qa’im)). Then,
they will at length realize who is worst
in position, and (who 1s) weakest in
forces!” (19:75)

Moreover, Allah may decree that the
devils would be allowed to make evil
deed of a disbeliever seem good to him.

In the holy Quran, we read:

G &1 G BB s ol ) U 8
Al e 2 g 2l 435 Seb Al

By Allah, We (also) sent (Our

messengers) to peoples before you; but

the Satan made their acts seem alluring

to them. He is also their guardian today,

and they shall have a
chastisement. (16:63)

painful

fd el a5 35830 Gl Y Gl &
As to those who believe not in the
Hereafter, We have made their deeds

pleasing 1n their eyes; and so they

wander about blindly. (27:4)

G O bl (8 Lod gl 8 alae &5l 40 0 b |
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Is he, then, to whom the evil of his deed

1s made alluring, so that he looks upon it

as good, (equal to one who 1s rightly
guided)? Verily, Allah misguides whom
He wills, and guides whom He wills. So
let not your soul be wasted in regret for
them. Certainly, Allah knows well all
that they perform! (35:8)

The more we sin, the more we habituate
ourselves to sinfulness and the less we
feel guilty and even the more virtuous
those acts appear to us In some
viewpoints. The more we sin, the harder
it 1s to choose light over darkness, and
the more repulsive the right action
seems to us; it 1s like someone living in
a cave who 1s gradually pained by the
light of the sun and runs back into the
darkness for comfort. The more we do
something, the more we tend to do it
again. This situation 1s similar to
classical ~ behavioral  conditioning.
However, instead of “urgency” we
consider “tendency” to relate the
actions. Although, we may tend to a
certain action due to our previous
actions, we are not compelled to do it

since we have been granted volition.

Allah has ruled that when one 1nsists on
committing a sin, his heart would

gradually repel the truth so much so that
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he would no longer believe that such an
action is a sin, and would effectively
assume such attribution a lie to Allah
and His religion. In other words,
indulging into sin may gradually lead to
disbelief and lying upon Allah. In holy

Quran, we read:
A UL 1R Gl 15 Gl ddle s &
G5 e 158

“The outcome of those who (indulged
into) committing evil deeds was that
they denied the signs of Allah and held
them up to ridicule. (30:10)”

According to the traditions, a person
who does not regret the sin that he has
committed—even if he has committed it
only once—is considered an insistent
(Musir) and a disbeliever because he
does not believe in the hereafter penalty
that Allah has set for that specific sin.
Believing in the Hereafter penalty of an
action, makes one distressed and
regretful, which 1s an introduction to
repentance (7awba). Regret obligates
one to comply all other requirements of
repentance. Regret is a voluntary
internal reaction of a believer to sin by
which he guards his heart from decline

and maintains his faith according to the
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will of Allah. A believer 1s always
repentant while a disbeliever does not
feel sorry before Allah for his

misconducts. Ibn Abi Umair narrated:
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I heard Imam Musa bin Ja’far (PBUH)
saying, “Allah does not keep anyone in
Fire forever except people of disbelief,
denial, misguidance and polytheism...

There 1s no believer committing a sin
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except that it offends him and he regrets
his action. Verily, the
(PBUH&HF) said, ‘Enough 1s regret for
repentance,” and he (PBUH&HF) said,
“Whoever is delighted by good deeds

Prophet

and 1s saddened by evil deeds is a
believer.” On the other hand, he who
does not regret for a sin that has
committed 1s not a believer and i1s not
entitled to intercession as he 1s unjust
and Allah states, ‘For the unjust there is
neither a protecting friend nor an
Intercessor whose  Intercession 1S
accepted.” (40:18)” I asked, “O son of
the Messenger of Allah! How come is
he not a believer if he does not feel
regretful for his evil deeds?” He (PBUH)
replied, “O Aba Ahmad! No one
commits a great sin knowing that he will
be soon chastised for that except that he
regrets for what he has committed, and
once he regrets he is a repentant and
becomes entitled to intercession. On the
other hand, if he does not regret for that,
he 1s considered insistent. A person who
insists on evil deeds will not be forgiven
because his is not a believer in the
penalty of what he has
Had he

punishment he would have surely

divine

committed. believed 1n

regretted. Indeed,  the
(PBUH&HF) said, “There is no great sin
with asking for forgiveness (Istighfar)

Prophet

and there 1s no small sin with insistence
(Israr) (1.e., by asking for forgiveness no
great sin will remain in one’s record and
by persistence no sin will be counted as
small in the record due to disbelief). As
for the saying of Allah, ‘They do not
intercede save with whom Allah is
pleased, (21:28)” it means they do not
intercede except whom Allah 1s pleased
with his religion. The religion is
confession to the recompense for the
good and evil deeds. For an individual
whom Allah is pleased with his religion,
regrets for what he commits of the sins
due to his recognition of their
consequences on the Day of

Judgment.”"”

A person who 1s offended by the good
deeds of others and 1s pleased with his
or others’ evil deeds 1s a disbeliever.
Allah will record every sins of such a
person as great sins and will not forgive
him due to his disbelief. One should
always view any of his sins before Allah
a great sin and constantly keep himself

in the state of regret and repentance
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beseech Allah for forgiveness and
promise to His Lord that he will never
return to those wrong deeds, because
once he becomes careless about his sins,
overlooks them, and considers them
small, he becomes a disbeliever with a
record replete with the greater sins. On
the other hand, so long as he remains
regretful and asks for forgiveness his

record remains cleared.
7 Conclusion

In this article, we provided several
pieces of evidence from the holy Quran
and the sayings of the Prophet
(PBUH&HF) and the Imams (PBUT)
concerning the notion of misguidance
attributed to Allah. Based on them, one
can conclude that the misguidance
attributed to Allah is just a natural rule
that Allah set in His will as the outcome
of people’s wrongdoing and disbelief.
The reason it 1s attributed to Allah is due
to the creation of the will and planning
of this rule by Him, not the action itself.
In reality, the outcomes of unjust beliefs
and unjust actions of the wrongdoers
cause that they misguide their own soul
and make themselves vulnerable to the

temptations of the devils. This

30

misguidance appears in the Hereafter as
losing the address of Paradise and
getting lost in the Hell. The custom and
will of Allah should be regarded as a
punishment for the individual’s bad
response to Allah’s mitial guidance.
Therefore, if Allah does not guide such a
person to the path of salvation, He has

only acted according to His justice.
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Hadith 22441; Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 69, p.
127, Hadith 9.

' al-Kafi, vol. 2, p. 400, Hadith 8.

3 al-Kafi, vol. 2, p. 413, Hadith 1; Bihar al-
Anwar, vol. 22, p. 132, Hadith 113.

" al-Amali, al-Mufid, p. 2, Hadith 2; al-
Kafi, vol. 2, p. 400, Hadith 9 (a similar
narration).
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15 Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 60, p. 192; al-

Khisal, p. 634; Tafsir, Furat al-Kufi, p. 368.
16 Mishkat al-Anwar, p. 18; a similar
narration exists in al-Kafi, vol. 2, p. 65,
Hadith 4.

v Misbah al-Shari’a, pp 79-80; Bihar al-
Anwar, vol. 69, pp. 124-125.

' al-Kafi, vol. 2, p. 452, Hadith 1.

9 Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 8, p. 351, Hadith 1,
cited from al-Tawhid.
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