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Abstract: Imam Baqir's (peace be upon him) method and style, like those of
other Infallible Imams (peace be upon them), play a fundamental role in shaping
the current popular and Shiite ideals. It seems that through the analysis of his
arguments in a tradition in the Chapter of the Proof, inUsool al-Kafi based on
linguistic theories, new insights can be gained. This article is based on John
Searle's theory of speech acts, which has played a special role in the
development of discourse analysis. From John Searle's perspective, speech acts
are divided into declarative, persuasive, emotive, commissive, and expressive
parts. The investigation shows that in Imam Bagir's (peace be upon
him)arguments, the act of expression is used more than the other acts, which are
used much less. In other words, the text of the Tradition is most used to express
the truth and then to encourage the audience on the matter of divine argument
and to announce the conditions for accepting or rejecting the Imamate.
Matching the contextual situation of the Tradition with the types of acts used in
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the text indicates the audience's awareness and deep understanding of the
contextual situation, as the Imam's discourse is, in fact, his reaction against the
deviation of the Islamic society regarding the divine mandate and the erroneous
and profit-oriented policies of the government, namely the Umayyad regime. The
methodology used in this research is descriptive and analytical in the form of
content (discourse) analysis. The unit of analysis is the sentence, which is a tool
of library research.

Key words: Content analysis of argument, Imam Bagir (peace be upon
him), Imamate, Usool al-Kafi (book), speech act, John Searle.

Introduction

The Holy Infallibles (peace be upon them)with the aim of awareness and guidance of
the people to the realities of religion and to reply to the doubts of the opponents and
the people of falsehood and to train the Islamic nation on the various methods of
argumentspaid attention although the topic of their arguments was with respect to
various religious beliefs. However, each of the infallible Imams argued according to
the social and political circumstances of their times. The necessity and importance of
discussing the Divine Proofis such that, according to a saying of the Holy
Prophet(peace be upon him and his progeny), not knowing the Imam and being
unaware of him is considered, as death in the era of ignorance. "One who dies and
does not recognize the Imam of his time will die the death of ignorance.” Based to
this narration, not knowing and recognizing the Imam or the Divine Proof at any
time will lead to the weakening of the religion and death in ignorance. Therefore,
Imamate can be considered part of the foundation of religion and a completion of the
position of prophethood, and the earth will never be devoid of God's infallible proof
until the Day of Judgment. Therefore, Imam Bagir (peace be upon him), like other
infallible Imams, paid attention to this important matter. Imam Bagir's (peace be
upon him) discourse is one of his arguments in the context of the characteristics of
the divine argument by referring to divine verses. Analyzing the arguments in
traditional texts based on John Searle's linguistic theories is a step towards a better
understanding of the traditional propositions. The close relationship between mind,
language, and action performed through language is a present reality that has gained
significant attention in Islamic studies today.

Presentation of the Problem
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In every act of writing, the user of the language, through the utterance of each word,
while reflecting their mindset and personality, also performs an action with their
language. These characteristics distinguish the speech structure of each individual,
resulting in verbal and present differences when facing specific situations.

The theory of "Speech Acts," also referred to as "Acts of Speech” or "Linguistic
Acts," falls within this domain. (Ahmadi, 1378). The content of the tradition of
Imam Bagir (peace be upon him)which will be analyzed according to this
theoryfollows a more complete explanation of the Imam's purpose regarding the
matter of divine proof. Because based on the type of speech act of the text, it can pay
more attention to the doer’s intention and the production conditions of the text. The
application of this theory and the statistics that are extracted from all kinds of actions
is an expression to clarify the purpose of the Imam in the content of this tradition so
the main question is its research is that which type of speech acts is most criticized in
Imam Bagqir's (peace be upon him)speech. What is the aim behind his speech? Are
Imam's arguments a reaction to the profit-seeking policies of the corrupt government
or a non-reactionary movement?

There are multiple viewpoints with respect to the motives of Imam Bagir (peace be
upon him)some of which have been compiled.“But the purpose of this article has not
been pursued in any of them.This article researches 3 topics:

At the beginning of the article, the theoretical basis for the discussion will be
explained and analyzed given the importance of the “contextual situation” theory,
and the following title will address this contextfollowed by the main discussion
which is the analysis of the Imam Bagqir’s (peace be upon him)arguments, which is

4Biographies of the Infallibles (peace be upon them) by Sayyad Mohsin Amin, a series of
biographies of the Holy Imams (peace be upon them)by MurtuzaMutahhari and the Biography of
the Leaders by Mahdi Pishwayiare some of these books. But until now, speech act theory has not
been used in explaining the Imam Bagqir’'s(peace be upon him)goals. Regarding the research
revolving around the application and usage of the speech act theory in traditions, the following
writings were found that can be used in the background of this discussion.A.Textual analysis of
Imam Bagqir's (peace be upon him)ziyarat on the basis of speech act theory by Muhammad Reza
Pehelwan Nizad. Mahdi Rajabzadeh. B. The analysis of the sermon of Lady Zainab (peace be upon
him) in Kufa on the basis of Searle’s speech act theory, written by Tahira Ishani and Masoomeh
Nemati Qazwini. C. Speech act theory analysis of the sermon of Imam Husain (peace be upon
him) on the Day of Ashura by Tahira Ishani and Nireh Dalir. D. The analysis of the sayings of Imam
Husain (peace be upon him) from Madina to Mecca on the basis of John Searle’s Speech Act
theorywritten by by Mahdi Pakorwanand Muhammad Reza Barani. E. The application of patterns
of analysis of Imam Ali's (peace be upon him)verbal actions in NahjalBalaghaby Balawari, Rasool,
Najafi Bozorgi, Karim. F. Analyzing Imams' (peace be upon them)discourse with tagiyyah method
based on John Searle's speech act theory, written by Barzan.

97



Safinah al-nejat. Vol.9, No.33

presented in the form of a table to facilitate the review. The arguments of Imam
Bagir (peace be upon him) in the mentioned tradition is found in the book Usool al-
Kafi by Shaikh al-Kulayni (1348).

John Searle's "Speech Act" Theory

According to the spoken act theory for institutional analysis, language is the most
complex human institution, and speaking is a regulated category of action. The unit
of communication is the wverbal act. Through the analysis of linguistic
communication, as a speech act, its peculiar and complex characteristics can be
illustrated and clarified

(Searle, 2005, 68).

Speech acts are an important part of linguistic pragmatics (Fairclough, 2007, 235)
and the theory of speech acts is one of the theories that has played a significant role
in the development and evolution of discourse analysis (Agha Gholzadeh, 2005, 25).
In fact, what is done while speaking is the execution of a known communicative act
through the use of language, which acquires a special communicative value or
speech act.

(Widdowson, 1395, 192).

Discourse analysis is the study and general knowledge of how meaning is created
and elicited in the process of text production and understanding by dialect speakers,
focusing on how the social construction is reflected in texts. In other words,
discourse analysis can be seen as a reaction against the more traditional form of
linguistics, which focuses on constituent units and sentence structure in the text and
does not deal with applied language analysis. Hermeneutics scholars believe that to
understand the text, in addition to decoding the hidden meaning within the apparent
meaning, it is also necessary to emphasize discovering the implicit levels of meaning
within the literal meanings. Agha Gholzadeh, 1385, p. 220) Overestimating the
manifestations of words is incorrect, and attention must be paid to texts on the one
hand, and the exploration of non-apparent meanings on the other (Hammami, 2011,
283-293: 1 and 2). Part of speech is the form produced by a sentence in a specific
context (Lines, 2011, 60). Context is the same concept associated with the
relationship between language and the world in which the language is used (Palmer,
2016, 81). When parts of speech are placed in the concept of production, they are
called speech acts or acts of speech (Lines, 2011, 338). A deeper understanding of
the conditions for speech outcome/non-outcome requires a more general knowledge
of actions (Van Dijk, 2014, 108) by J.L. Austin.

The philosopher from the Oxford School - whose theory on speech acts or acts of
speech resulted from a series of lectures in 1995 at Harvard University and in a book
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titled "How to Do Things with Words" - (Lines, 1391, 338) provided examples of
sentences that were neither issues nor news, and their truth or falsity was not
determined.

These sentences are considered to express an act or part of it. (Palmer, 2016, 233).
For example, when someone says: "l apologize," the act of apologizing occurs when
this sentence is uttered. In such cases, the saying is equivalent to the act, and one
does something by saying these sentences. These actions are named acts. (Eshani,
Delir, 1395-1-25:23). According to Austin, acts are divided into three categories:

a) Expressive or explicit acts

b) Implicit acts or those intended or implied

c) Post-expressive or emotive acts

(Yule, 2016, p. 150)

Following Austin, linguists investigated the nature of speech and its classification,
among which John R. Searle's views received more attention. According to John
Searle, speech (written/spoken) is actually engaging in a kind of regulated behavior,
and speaking, acting on acts, follows rules.

(Searle, 2005, 189).

According to John Searle, speech acts are divided into five parts:

First. The declarative act in the declarative action, the speaker declares his belief
about the truth of the matter, describes phenomena of the external world, and
narrates how events and affairs unfold in the external world. Examples of acts that
have this type of action include: correcting, bringing and argument, expressing,
proving, confirming, expressing, speaking, describing, interpreting, denying,
falsifying, interpreting, bringing a proof and introducing. (Eshani, Delir, 1395, 1. 23-
25) An example from traditions are the sentences which Imam uses to introduce the
Divine Proof: “Then those who believe in him, which means in the Imam and adore
him and help him and obey the light which has been revealed with him are the
successful ones.”

Second: The Persuasive Act: In this act, the speaker encourages and persuades the
audience to do something or prevents them from doing something using words. This
act is associated with three categories i.e.request, commands and suggestion. A
Persuasive act may also include asking, ordering, questioning, apologizing, laying
down a condition, permitting, cheering up and motivating. An example from the
discourse where the Imam preaches to the people: “The Imam gives them glad
tidings of the rise of the Qa'im and his reappearance, and the defeat of their enemies,
and salvation in the hereafter and entering in the presence of Muhammad (peace be
upon him and his progeny)."”
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Third: The Emotive Act. The expressive or emotive act is the speaker expressing
feelings through emotional words with either a positive or negative charge, such as
praise, congratulations, commendation, satire, regret, astonishment, greetings,
respect and thanking. Or they are expressed to convey people's feelings and mindset
towards events (same reference). An example from the discourse: a phrase the Imam
calls out to the questioner, "O Abu Ubaidah."

Fourth: The Commissive Act, which includes intended speech acts that involve a
commitment to something in the future, and the acts in this category are: swear,
guarantee, commit. (same reference) No example was found in this discourse.

Fifth:Declarative Act is the announcement of an event through a declarative action.
In this act, new conditions are expressed, meaning that at the same time these
conditions are expressed, there is an alignment between language and the external
world. Naturally, just expressing new conditions does not mean performing an
action, but the conditions are necessary for its realization. Among other things, the
speaker has the authority to express new states (same reference) as an example of
discourse phrases by the Imam expressing new states to the people. “Then soon |
will write it for those who fear which means the mastership of someone other than
the Imam and his obedience.”

Types of Acts Explanation Examples of Acts and | Example from
Sentences Narrated
Discourse

Declarative Act | Expresses as is or as | To say, to declare, to | Phrases used by
the manufacturer | prove, to affirm, to|[the Imam in
believes. As algive a reason, to|presenting the
statement of fact, | express, to present, as | divine argument.
affirmation of | if the situation is
conclusion, and | good / my brother got
description. a job.

Persuasive Act Convincing the | To warn, to advise, to | Phrases where the
audience to  do | encourage, to request, [ Imam encourages
something, like | to affirm, please pay [ the listeners.
questions,  requests, [ attention / Are you
and demands. studying?
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Expressive Act

that produce mental
states and

to
and

God, to blame,
express love

Commissive Act | The speaker commits| To  promise,  to| Nothing was
to doing something in | pledge, to guarantee, | found.
the  future,  binds | to swear, like:
himself to it,| I promise | will
expressing the | return.
speaker's intention
and commitment.
Expressing emotions | To greet, to thank|The phrase the

Imam says to the
Prophet and his

succeeds, it will cause
changes in the
external world.

expressions. Emotions | hate, to apologize, to | family and
like love, hate, | congratulate, like: | encouraging
pleasure, pain, and | greetings to you. phrases for the
SOrrow. listeners.
Declarative  Act | Here, the | I judge, | announce, | Phrases by the
(Announcement) | manufacturer like some | Imam  expressing
announces new | punishment; | declare | new conditions.
conditions to the|the beginning of
audience, if this act | peace.

According to the author, the persuasive act requires strengthening and
completion, which means that the sentences containing this act are in the
dialogue between the Infallible Imam and the audience. In other words, the
clarity of both sides of the act, i.e., the persuader (the Imam) and the follower
(the audience), is useful and necessary in the general summary and the final
analysis of the events.

For example, in the speech of Imam Bagir (peace be upon him), persuasive acts
create conditions that make the audience or people cheer. Naturally, a part of
speech can include different types of actions at the same time. For instance;
when Imam Bagir (peace be upon him) addresses Abu Ubaidah and says: "He
said: For them is good news in the life of this world and the hereafter," this part
of the speech performs two actions simultaneously. One is a declarative act for
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the information he provides about reality in the world, and the other is a
persuasive act to encourage the audience.

Identifying the role of speech acts plays an important role in better understanding
and analyzing texts and speeches (arguments). Austin and thereafter John Searle,
among the three; non-expressive, expressive, and post-expressive acts, paid more
attention to the expressive act. According to John Searle, every spoken word has
a non-expressive point, which according to the speaker's psychological state and
according to the content of the spoken word, aligns with the external world to
produce an outcome

(Safavi 179, 1392).

The significance of the non-expressive act lies in that the correct understanding
of speech depends on understanding it, and for this, knowledge of the contextual
situation and the language of the audience is necessary. Every incident and
conversation occur under specific conditions, i.e., in a particular context. To
analyze the words of the Imam's speech, it is necessary to know this context.

The Text and the Translation of the Traditions
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Abu Ubaidah al-Hazza said, “I asked Imam Bagir (peace be upon him)about capacity
and what people say about it. He recited this verse: "And they continue to disagree,
except those whom your Lord has mercy on, and for that He created them." (Hud:
119) And he said: O Abu Ubaidah! People differ in the truth of what they say, and
they are all destroyed. | said: Allah says: "Except those upon whom your Lord has
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mercy." He said: They are our Shiites, and Allah created them for His Mercy,
therefore He said: He created them for Mercy, which means He created them for
obedience to the Imam. And the Imam is the Mercy that Allah the Almighty said:
"And My mercy encompasses everything"”, he said this is the knowledge of the
Imam, and his knowledge of all things is from the Divine knowledge, these are our
Shias. Then Allah said, “I have made exclusive my Mercy for those who fear” which
means those who not pay allegiance and obey to anyone other than the Imam. Then
he said, “They find it written with them in the Torah and the Bible”” which means the
Holy Prophet(peace be upon him and his progeny) and the successor and the Qaim
who will order them to goodness when he rises and refrain them from evil and evil is
the one who denies the merit of the Imam and disputes him. “He makes lawful for
them good things “ means taking knowledge from its rightful owners “and has made
evil things forbidden for them”which is the words of the opponents. “And He will
unload their necks off heavy weights” are the sins which were prevalent before the
recognition of the Imam. “And the shackles that were on them” are those shackles
where what they said from which was not ordered to them from leaving the merit of
Imam. Then when that recognized the merit of Imam, this shackle was removed and
shackles is sin and these are shackles. Then he introduced them and said, “Those
who believe in him, meaning the Imam, and honor him and support him and follow
the light that was sent down with him - those are the ones who will be
successful”’which means those who avoid the Jibtand the Taghutin worshipand the
Jibt and Taghut are so-and-so and so-and-so and so-and-so, and worship is people’s
obedience to them.Then He said, “Turn in repentance to your Lord and submit to
Him.” Then He rewarded them and told them good news in the life of this world and
in the Hereafter, and the Imam gives them good tidings of the resurrection of the
Qaim and his appearance, and with the killing of their enemies, and with salvation in
the Hereafter, and meeting of the truthful ones with Muhammad(peace be upon him
and his progeny)at the Pond.

[Al-Kafi: 2/354; Bihar al-Anwar: 1/429]

A Brief Description of the Tradition

This tradition, sayings, and arguments of Imam Muhammad bin Ali Al-Bagir (peace
be upon him)consists of attributes, virtues and characteristics of the Infallible Imam
and the conditions of obedience to the Divine Proof and the infallible Imam. Imam
(peace be upon him)said this tradition in response to a Abu Ubaidah al-Hazza’s
question and to resolve the differences of people's opinions on the issue of Imamate,
which was increasing in those days.In this tradition, citing the divine word in the
verses of the Holy Quran, he argues in the field of Divine Proof. The infallible Imam
and divine authority are the same mercy mentioned by God and this mercy
encompasses the righteous, one who refrains from the obedience of someone other
than an Infallible Imam. It must also be remembered that some sins are not accepting
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the merits of the Imam and denying him. Then he points out the consequences of
lack of knowledge and belief in divine authority and the infallible Imamand he
concludes his speech with good news for the followers of the truth.

Analysis of John Searle's Speech Acts in the Discourse of Imam Bagir (peace be
upon him)

The arguments in Imam Bagir's (peace be upon him)tradition are among the
arguments related to the issue of divine proof, which are made against the ugly and
vile manifestations of the government at that time. These actions and their tone could
be a means for teaching and influencing cultural and religious teachings, presenting
it to the people, and explaining the Imamate of the infallible Imam as opposed to the
false and deceitful Umayyad authority. In the following lines, the speech acts of
Imam Bagir's (peace be upon him)arguments in the mentioned tradition were
verified by John Searle's method.

Sentence Translation Locutions Illocutionary Non expressive
act action verb
o3h 35 5 dus Imam (peace | Statement Statement Beginning of the
Y | be upon him) argument
said / He| (2 2

(peace be upon
him)  recited

this verse
People will Statement Expression of the
continue to be Difference in
383555 | diverse, except 3) People's Beliefs
ada Sl | those  whom and the Guidance
your Lord has of the Almighty
shown mercy, God

and for that He
created them

for mercy.
e Wl | O Abu | Benevolent/give | Benevolent/give | Call
Ubaidah good tidings good tidings
Os8E3% 0. | People  are | Statement Statement Disobedience
J3l 4al 4| different  in and deviation of
s 23X 5 | receiving the | (2) 2 people is next to
call of passing away the
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truth/All of truth
them will be
destroyed
53U zh J6 | He (peace be | Statement Statement Introducing  the
a4dld 432351 | upon him) said Shias
/ They are our | (3) 3)
Shias / And
Allah created
mercy for them
5413 3 & 5 | And this is His | Statement Statement Obedience of the
Js6 28 & | word  / He divine proof or
Aayl e | created them | (3) ©)) the infallible
for mercy / Imam is support
Means He from the side of
created for Allah
obedience of
Imam
a3 | And Imam is | Statement Statement Mercy includes
a3 -0s5 | the same Imamat
e K &aws | mercy / that | (3) 3)
Allah has
mentioned  /
My mercy
encompasses
everything
eu‘;{\éieibﬁé He said / That | Statement Statement Mercy includes
Adle & w3 5 | mercy is the wide scope of
Gs b @3 | knowledge of | (4) 4 infallible Imam's
sios Kadde | Imam / And knowledge
the knowledge
of Imam s
derived  from
the knowledge
of Allah / It
acquires
everything
Wauiad | They are our | Statement Statement Introduction  of
Shias the Shias
(4) (4)
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Le—uS\—uﬁ Jia | Then  Allah | Declaratory Declaratory Imam,
uHu ol | sw.t said /| statement statement mastership of
fcmyju.m The mercy of infallible  Imam
iell 3.y | Allah is for the | (2) (2) divine proof is
pious / Means announced on the
he abstains condition of piety
from the
mastership and
obedience of
other than an
Imam
U;’A.sé JE &5 | Then He said / | Statement Statement The Holy
P u;& They find him Prophet (peace
331,33 3 | mentioned in | (3) ©)) be upon him and
G—wd—mﬁ!\ their own his progeny) and
3= —2 | scriptures, the Imam Qaem
&) 523l | Torah and the (peace be upon
Bible / It refers him) is
to Holy mentioned in the
Prophet (peace divine books
be upon him Torah and the
and his Bible
progeny) and
his  successor
Qaem (peace
be upon him)
s | That he calls | Statement Statement The infallible
13 coghaall— | towards Imam calls his
G 2Lk 545 | goodness / and | (2) 2 Shias  towards
Kl | protects  from goodness and
the evil protects them
from evil
O—= -S4l 5 | The denier is | Statement Statement Neglecting  the
J—AA\ someone who excellence of
2333 5aLY) | does not accept | (2) (2 Imam makes a

the excellence
of Imam / and

person denier
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fights him
é—éjd—-ﬁj He makes | Statement Statement To make pure
LAl ghll | good  things things Halal

il (e olall | Halal for him / | (2) (2) through Imam

Obtaining

knowledge is

like acquiring

pure and

sacred treasure

from its

rightful

owners.
Agle a5 a0 5| And He made | Statement Statement To make things
3¢ Al | impure  things Haraam through
ba 0% &alidll | Haram for | (2) 2 Imam / words of

<ls | them / impure enemies are

things are impure

words of their

enemies
eei—cc—w; "And lift the | Statement Statement Not having the
Lruefu-m\ heavy burden recognition of the
3 & | from their | (3) 3 Imam is a sin

J8 g8 )5S | necks / these
d-ase@s)-u are the sins /

A=Y | that were
present among
them before

recognizing

the virtue of

the Imam."
N PV 5 | "The  chains | Statement Statement Forsaking the
5s¢rle &3S | and  shackles excellences  of
158 & J3ed | they carried on | (2) 2 Imam is shackles

HARE u;J;m their shoulders
451554l \y;& / the same as
b 135 & | the words they

2y | spoke  about
abandoning the
virtue of the
Imam.

107




Safinah al-nejat. Vol.9, No.33

|85 L4 | Then they | Statement Statement Knowing and
o)1 J—=é | recognize such recognizing
st a—xn; | excellence of | (3) (3) Imam  releases
3 évw—-m\ the Imam / and from the shackles
3480 5y | take the
=¥l & | responsibility
off their
shoulders / and
taking off is a
sin
Jueaniizi | Then  Allah | Statement Statement Faith in infallible
4 1 sial 5aadé | introduces Imam and
je\—ﬁ}f\e@—j&é them / and| (8) ©)) helping him and
38555——= | says / anyone considering him
\;w\;a;)w who brings valuable are the
d)a\ 3 55 | faith in Imam / signs of piety
ah &yl dsa | and helps him /
osAlal | and obeys the
light that
descended
with him / they
are saviors
Ol —33 | Means one | Statement Statement Forsaking the
3 Cdal) |58l | who keeps worship of jobt
o @t T | aways Jibt and | (3) 3) and taghoot is
3w | Taghoot / and piety
3&——all | he  worships
& &L | them / and Jibt
oM 3% 5| and  Taghoot
are him, him
and him
ielhsilall 5 | Worship, The | Statement Statement Obedience  of
ol oAl | obedience  of infallible  Imam
the people is or divine proof is
towards them worship
) 150 JB & | The Allah said | Statement Statement Faith on the
AR ;5&) / you come infallible Imam
135 &40 | back to your | (3) ©)) and divine proof

lord / and

is similar to
submitting to
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submit to him affair of Allah
s 4l 43 J& | Then he said / | Persuasive Persuasive Infallible  Imam
Pl sall 4 | good news for | statement statement motivates the
353 &5 | them in  this people
world and the
hereafter
eA)uuem“ 5| And their | Persuasive Persuasive The Imam, with
5 ol p—& | Imam gives | statement statement the
5 5054k | them the good announcement of
a2l | news of the the advent of
‘_‘,—-Sal—-mlh uprising  and Qaem (peace be
58——aY) | the advent of upon him),
6—4139;3}4\ Imam Qaem, encourages  the
A Jiaxass | the killing of people to await
Jl 535 e | their  enemies, the appearance of
e Gl | and  salvation the  Seal of
w=3al | in the Authorities.
Hereafter. Greetings to the
Greetings to Prophet of Islam
Mohammad and his family."
and his truthful
family.

Table and diagram of the verbal interactions of Imam Bagir (peace be
upon him)

Table - Distribution of the frequency of arguments of the Infallibles in
Usool al-Kafi (Chapter of Divine Proof) regarding the necessity of obedience to
Divine Proof.

Expressive speech 56 92
act

Glad tidings 2 3

Persuasive 5 5
statement
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Announcements 1 2

Commitment 2 3
speech act

Total 61 100

Circular diagram - Distribution of the frequency of arguments of the
Infallibles in Usool al-Kafi (Chapter of Divine Proof) regarding the necessity of
obedience to Divine Proof.

3%%

J

92%
m Expressive = Glad tidings Persuasive

= Announcements = commitment

Rectangular diagram — Distribution of the frequency of arguments of the
Infallibles in Usool al-Kafi (Chapter of Divine Proof) regarding the necessity of
obedience to Divine Proof.
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Conclusion

In the arguments of Imam Bagir (peace be upon him) mentioned in the
tradition of the book "Kitab al-Hujjah" in Usool al-Kafi, the expressive
action has been used significantly more than other actions. In the context of
the situation in the tradition, one of the prominent features is the people's
unawareness and ignorance of the Imam and divine authority. Therefore,
Imam Bagir (peace be upon him) aimed to use this action more to enlighten
and awaken the people from the sleep of ignorance. In fact, the main
purpose of Imam'’s expression of these arguments is to enlighten and inform
the people about the Imamate and belief in divine authority. On the other
hand, it is also a disclosure against the Umayyad dynasty and the ruling
government of that era. In this way, the authority of the Prophet's family and
the infallible Imams is distinguished from the fabricated authority claimed
by the Umayyads. This distinction is achieved through the application of
expressive actions. (96.28%).

In the tradition, after the expressive action, the persuasive action has been
the most utilized among the actions. In fact, the Imams wanted, through this
persuasive speech action, to encourage and urge the audience to continue
listening. Such application, considering the type of audience and the issue of
divine authority, is well understood for effective propagation and invitation
to the religion. (3.63%)

The declarative action in this tradition is as much as the persuasive action.
The producer of the action and the speaker (Imam), who possesses the
necessary conditions and qualifications, declares new conditions for the
audience. Then, this declarative action succeeds in bringing about changes
in the external world. Through this verbal action, Imam Bagir warns of the
consequences of people’s irrationality regarding the matter of Imamate and
urges them to follow the true leader. (3.63%)

Emotional action is the least verbal action in the statements of Imam
Bagir(peace be upon him), where he tried to have a greater impact with
emotional or exhortatory verbal action. (Exhortation 1.63% and warning
0%).
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