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EDITORIAL 

Fame vs. Function 

 

In the recent past months, several 

renowned figures breathed their last, 

owing to the Coronavirus or other 

illnesses. May their soul rest in peace. 

Amen. The present note sheds light on 

their fame and function. 

Some of those late renowned 

figures were among politicians. Some 

of them used to be very famous for 

their political views or activities, 

hence one could receive a piece of 

news about them every day and night. 

As time passed by, they changed their 

political stance from this extreme to its 

alternative. It is no longer important 

for what reason or basic philosophy, if 

any, such a sway took place in their 

stance. 

In contrast to the above politicians, 

among the other late figures one can 

find scholarly figures. Although not as 

publically renowned as politicians in 

their lifetime, they exerted deep 

influence on their peers and students, 

hence continued a trend of serious 

thought. Though these learned figures 

may at times be looked down by many 

of those politicians, they prove more 

influential and significant in the long 

run. 

The correlation between these two 

groups can be found out based on the 
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type of influence they exert. Their 

influence goes back to their depth of 

knowledge, scholarly function, and 

social career. The more learned a 

figure, the more influential he or she is 

expected to prove in the long run. 

The future fame or function of a 

nation depends on the character and 

careers of its learned figures and their 

contribution to the world. The more 

realistic, conscientious, and problem-

solving, the more effective they will 

prove. It follows that politicians and 

policy-makers need scholars and great 

thinkers for more profound thoughts. 

If this is reversed, that is, if scholars 

need politicians for their livelihood, 

then there will hardly be any bright 

future for that nation. It is up to us 

which way to choose: to be famous for 

a short period of time, or to build a 

civilization in the long run. 
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